SOUTHERN E NVIRONMENTAL LA W CENTER
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Facsimile 0199200421 n CHAPEL HiLl, NE-27516-2559 Chapel Hill. NC
selenc@gelencorg - . : : Alianta. Ga

Asheville, NC

Chaneston, s¢
Richmond, va
Washington, DG

June 16, 2009 . — '
CATRI. MO @_inw 00 53/ 07

Via U.S. and;e/ectmniemai[ e S 7/4 7L 2
Regional Freedom of Information Officer . Lo A D) ? SESD
U.S. FPA, Region 4 L .

S . .. . D
AFC Bldg. 61 Forsyth Street, S.W._th Fir (4PM/IF) | S - Lls C)C' EA
Atlanta, GA 30303-8960 L I R
r4foia@epa.gov ‘ . B, bctuiunna)

Re: Freedom of Information At Reyuest - PCS Phosphate Section 404 Clean Water 4¢t permit
FOIA Officer:

On behalf of thic F;nvii'ohmental';Défcnsb Fiind (“EDF™y and pursuant 15 the Freedom of
Information Act (“FOIA™), 5U.8.C. § 552, gt seq., the Southern Environmental Law Center

- (“SELC™) requests all documents related to the'U.S. EﬁVi}:dilmenfal:Pr’thction Agency’s
evaluation of PCS il"hosphate"‘sJﬁne 3,2009 pefmit ~ Aétion 1D 200] 10096 - issued by the

Mr. Michacl Shapiro, U.S. EPA, 1o Mr. Jolin-“WGodlc;:y,- U.S, Atmy Corps of Engineers. In ,
addition to documents reccived and produced by EPA, this request includes aj] documentation of
internal communications as well as.communicatijons with represéntatives or employees of PCS
Phosphate, CZR Incorporated, U S, Army Corps of Enginieers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
National Marine Fisheries Service, N -C. Division of Water Quality, and any other state or federal
agency. This request extends to evaluations of the permitted mine plan, Modified AR L, alt
previous versions of Alternative L, including, but not limited 1o, Modified Alt. |. as certified by
the N.C. Division of Water Quality, and the EPA Alrcm‘ati'v‘ei-describ'e'd in EPA’s detailed

elevation comments,

documents within Region4. 1t is our understanding: that fhc':.followi’ng' persons within EPA may
have information responsive o this request: Mike Shapiro, Stan Meiburg, tim Giattina, Gregory
Peck, Suzanne Schwartz, Palmer Hough, Tom Wellborn, David Evans, Robert Wood, Dawn

>

Messier, Jennifer Derby, and Rebecca Fox.

bPL(, requests that you provide the documents without charge, orat.g reduced charge,
pursuant to S U.S.C. § 352(a)(4)A)iii), because reduction. or waiver of fees would contribyte 10
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thiroughout the Southeast. EDF has more than 500.000 members nationwide.and 9.000 members
in North Carolina and decades of experience communicating with members regarding:.pressing
environmental issues like the PCS Phosphate mine expansion. The documents obfained by this
request will allow the public 1o develop.an informed topinionvregarding:' the expansion of the PCS
Phosphate Aurora mine. Should ourrequest for reduced or waived fees be denied, we are
prepared to bear the reasonable costs necessary to fulfill this request, although we request that
you contact us before processing this request to discuss fees. We reserve ourrights to appeal a

feec waiver or reduction: denial;

FOJA directs aresponding agency to ‘make a ‘_‘;dgt:nnimtjon.” on any request within
twenty (20) working days of receipt. See.5U.S.C. §:552 (a)(6)(A)@): We request that EPA
comply with the statutory. deadline. ,

Thank you for your prompt attention (o this:matter, ] look forward to the opportunity to

review the requested records. If you have any quiestions regarding this request, please feel free to

call me at (919) 967-1450,

Sincerely,
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é_ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
\d WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

June 23, 2009

OFFICE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

Mr. Geoffrey Gisler

Southemn Environmental Law Center
200 West Franklin Street

Suite 330

Chapel Hill, NC 27516-2559

RE: Request Number HQ-RIN-01455-09 & 04-RIN-00531-09
Dear Mr. Gisler:

This is in response to your request for a fee waiver in connection with your
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 US.C. request seeking documents regarding PCA
Phosphate Section 404 Clean Water Act permit,

EPA’s Office of Water in Washington, DC and EPA’s Region 4 office located in
Atlanta, GA, the offices responding to your requests informed me that responding to your
requests does not reach the minimum billable amount. Accordingly, there are no charges

associated with processing your requests.

If there are any questions concerning this letter, please contact Cynthia Floyd-

Coleman of my staff at (202) 566-1667.

AITY F( Gottesman
ational FOIA Officer
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